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The headquarters of other parties were raided; the expected meeting of
Parliament was cancelled, and the President, Benes, was not allowed to
broadcast. Benes, who had for some time been a sick man, remained
strangely inactive, hoping for the best, and, ultimately, under strong
pressure, he accepted the resignation of the protesting Ministers and sub-
mitted to complete Communist domination. His own record of his talk
with Premier Gottwald just before his resignation, is one of the most
pathetic documents in modern history.
It is not easy to reconcile the evidence referred to above, to the effect
that Communist influence amongst the masses had fallen off considerably,
with the absence of opposition of any kind to this remarkable Com-
munist putsch. It is indeed such a striking illustration of what can be done
by a resolute minority, that it seems worthwhile quoting what was
written on the subject by a contemporary Czech observer, Otto Friedman.
'The Communists, however, do not seek to gain an unlimited number of
adherents or even the numerical majority of the working class; they con-
centrate rather upon the intensive training of a smaller number of devoted
comrades who occupy, or are directed to take up, key positions in
Government departments, factory councils, voluntary economic and
cultural organizations. They have brought to perfection a technique
which enables them to conquer a large organization by a very small
number of their comrades.
'Suppose, for instance, they want to obtain control over a local Trade
Union group consisting of two hundred members. Most of these members
do not attend the meetings, or if they do so, then only irregularly: perhaps
ten members are regular attendants. If of these three are Communists, and
as such know each other while nobody else suspects that they are Com-
munists and are systematically plotting together, all three will, after some
time, contrive to be elected to the Committee of the group. They will
impress the members by their readiness to take on the most dreary tasks
and by their devotion to the trade union organization. When the local
group is asked to send a delegate to the national congress of their organi-
zation, two of them will commend to the group their third comrade as
delegate. As he has gained the confidence of the other ten members and
is so strongly recommended, he is the most likely to be elected. In this
way, three Communists are able to represent a group of two hundred
trade union members. If, in the same manner, the Communists have
succeeded in having their man elected in fifty local groups, they will have
fifty delegates at a conference attended by five hundred delegates, repre-
senting one hundred thousand members. Whilst most of the delegates do